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Frankfurt, 21 July 2020 - Protective masks, everyday 
masks, disinfecting wipes and surgical gowns 
are goods in demand in times of corona. In their 
manufacture, textile machines are at the beginning 
of the production chain. 

The production of the textile raw material is the first 
step of the usually multi-stage production processes. 
Members of the VDMA Textile Machinery Association 
are at the beginning of this technological chain.

The production of protective masks starts with the 
manufacture of the filter material, which for surgical 
masks as well as FFP2 and FFP3 respirator masks 
consists of fine-pored nonwoven fabric to intercept 
coronaviruses. 
In addition to the systems, machines and components 
used for this purpose, measurement and control 
technology ensures the highest quality of important 
parameters such as basis weight and air permeability. 
Nonwovens used for respiratory masks have to meet 

the same high-quality requirements as the masks – to 
ensure the protection of the mask wearer. 
Members of the VDMA Textile Machinery Association 
have reacted to the new market requirements in a 
very short time and developed new technologies for 
knitted, warp knitted as well as woven mouth and 
nose masks that can be produced without the need 
for sewing. 
For surgical masks, FFP2 respirators and social 
distancing masks, a wide variety of other materials 
and combinations of materials are used (nonwovens, 
woven fabrics, knitted or warp knitted fabrics and 
laminates thereof). 
Elastic bands are required to wear the masks and 
several association members provide technologies 
for their production. 
Materials for masks can be treated with textile 
chemicals to make them antiviral and antibacterial. 
For this purpose, the VDMA member companies offer 
application systems which apply the corresponding 
chemicals to fabric webs. As already mentioned, 
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